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§ Oral language is the system of speech and words that are used to 
share ideas

§ It is described across three domains
§ Form: Phonology, morphology, and syntax
§ Content: Semantics
§ Use: Pragmatics

§ Oral language skills are a bedrock to reading and writing

Oral Language Foundations

https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/spoken-language-disorders/language-in-brief/

“In our world, there are an infinite number … of subjects to 
talk about. Humans could not communicate about the world 

with efficiency if we did not have a shortcut, a way of referring 
to the world using a code to represent things and ideas.” 

–Dr. Elizabeth Carrow-Woolfolk

Language is this code.

Theoretical Foundation

Participants will:

§ Describe the key components of Integrative Language Theory (ILT) 
and how to complete comprehensive oral language assessment using 
a battery of different tests built on this theory

§ Describe the function, theory, and key administration features of 
a variety of speech and language assessments used to evaluate oral 
language

§ Support their teams in offering data-based, individualized
recommendations and interventions

Learning Objectives

Assessment 
Consultant

I am an assessment consultant with Western Psychological Services. 
I am a salaried employee and have no additional relevant financial 
interests or conflicts of interest related to this presentation. 

§ Over 20 years of experience as a nationally certified 
school psychologist

§ Experienced in a variety of school settings for ages 0–21

§ Specialization in hearing and vision loss

§ Fluent in American Sign Language

§ Contact Information:
dmuller@wpspublish.com
424.201.8800

MS, PsyS, NCSP
Dawn Muller
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§ 1 to 2 years
• Follows simple commands
• Puts two words together

§ 2 to 3 years
• Has a word for almost everything
• Speaks in a way that is understood by family members and 

friends
§ 3 to 4 years

• Hears when you call from another room
• Speaks easily without having to repeat syllables or words

Oral Language Milestones
(cont.)

§ Birth to 3 months

• Reacts to loud sounds
• Smiles in reaction to a caregiver

§ 4 to 6 months

• Follows sound with their eyes
• Babbles when excited or happy

§ 7 months to 1 year
• Listens when spoken to

• Imitates speech sounds
• Has one or two words by first birthday

Oral Language Milestones
(cont.)

§ Early development between birth and 3 years is the most intensive 
period for oral language development

§ Before children have learned their native language, many display the 
capacity for the use and learning of spoken communication:
§ Newborns carry the capacity for effective communication and 

sound recognition, such as crying for basic needs or responding 
to the voice of their caregiver

§ By 6 months, most babies recognize the basic sounds of their 
native language

§ With some variability, there is a typical trajectory for the mastery of 
oral language in early childhood:

Oral Language Milestones

https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/speech-and-language

§ There generally seems to be an innate capacity for language learning 
in young children, with environment playing a significant role in 
language acquisition

§ Children seem to work through learning the complexities of language 
as seen by applications of rules that proficient speakers do not use 
(which typically remediate with practice):

§ Example: “I goed there before” vs. “I went there before”
§ The development of oral language can be understood as a unique 

interplay between innate human ability, environment, and real-life 
application

Oral Language Development

https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/early-literacy-development/articles/young-childrens-oral-language-development

1211

109

https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/early-literacy-development/articles/young-childrens-oral-language-development
https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/speech-and-language
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§ Functions of oral language are foundational to social skills, cognitive 
abilities, and literacy

§ Language disorders (regardless of etiology) are a high-incidence condition
§ 7.7% of parents reported that their children 3–17 years old had 

demonstrated language problems in the past year (Black et al., 2015)
§ Language disorders can impact quality of life across the lifespan in areas 

such as social connectedness, school achievement, employment, and 
mental health

§ A review of language interventions revealed that early intervention yielded 
the most fruitful outcomes, though later intervention was also beneficial

§ Importantly, children who underwent comprehensive language 
assessment (beyond screening) reported higher effects of intervention, 
perhaps due to the individualization of intervention

Early Intervention Imperative

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10680434/

Integrative Language Theory (ILT)

§ Delays in understanding what others say and/or sharing their own 
thoughts may indicate a language disorder:

§ Developmental language disorder (DLD) delays in the mastery 
of language skills such that attainment of milestones may be 
significantly behind that of their peers

§ Apraxia of speech makes it difficult to order sounds and 
syllables correctly to form words to be understood

§ Other conditions such as autism spectrum disorder or intellectual 
disability impact acquisition and use of oral language

§ Sometimes delays in oral language acquisition are due to hearing 
loss instead of a language disorder

Disorders of Oral Language

https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/speech-and-language

§ 4 to 5 years

• Pays attention to a short story and answers simple questions 
about it

• Communicates easily with other children and adults

• Uses rhyming words
• Uses adult grammar

Oral Language Milestones
(cont.)

1615

1413

https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/speech-and-language
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§ Language performance refers to the 
systems used to process language

§ Oral language
• Auditory comprehension 

• Oral expression
§ Written language

• Reading comprehension

• Written expression

Integrative Language 
Theory (ILT) (cont.)

§ Lexical/Semantic represents the words and word combinations that 
make up vocabulary

§ Syntactic encompasses the grammatical rules of language
§ Supralinguistic reflects the ability to analyze language beyond the 

literal meaning given by grammar and vocabulary

§ Pragmatic represents the contextual aspects that influence how a 
message is expressed and interpreted

Integrative Language 
Theory (ILT) (cont.)

§ Language knowledge represents the form and content of language, 
known as the structures of language, and is defined by four 
categories:

§ Lexical/Semantic
§ Syntactic

§ Supralinguistic
§ Pragmatic 

Integrative Language Theory (ILT)

§ Developed by Elizabeth Carrow-Woolfolk, PhD

§ Integrative Language Theory (ILT): 
§ Language reflects two dimensions

• Language knowledge (structures) 
• Language performance (processing) 

§ CASL -2, OWLS -II, and OPUS  assessments are based on ILT

§ These provide a framework for describing and assessing the 
elements of language

™® ™

Theoretical Foundation

2019

1817
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§ This family of assessments are all based on ILT and are used 
together for comprehensive oral language assessment

§ Use of all three tests allows for analysis of the specific strengths and 
needs in a person’s use and understanding of oral language to best 
plan individualized interventions

Interconnected Assessments

The Work of Elizabeth Carrow-Woolfolk, PhD

OWLSTM-II, CASL®-2, 
and OPUSTM

Lexical/
Semantic

§ OWLS-II

§ CASL-2

§ OPUS

Syntactic

§ OWLS-II

§ CASL-2

§ OPUS

Supralinguistic

§ OWLS-II

§ CASL-2

Pragmatic

§ OWLS-II

§ CASL-2

§ CAPs

Articulation

§ Arizona -4

™

™

Linguistic Structures Assessed by 
WPS Products

§ Auditory comprehension 

§ Internal factors 
• Sensation, perception, and memory

§ External factors 

• World knowledge and experience; complexity of the spoken 
message

§ Oral expression 

§ Selection and expression of appropriate words given the context 
and syntactic rules 

Integrative Language 
Theory (ILT) (cont.)

2423

2221

https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/casl-2-comprehensive-assessment-of-spoken-language-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/opus-oral-passage-understanding-scale
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§ Teacher concerns:
§ Overall language functioning 
§ “Lost” during group instruction/discussion
§ Often makes errors when completing assignments
§ Difficulty following oral directions
§ Does not ask for repetition or clarification of directions
§ Decodes at grade level but difficulty when writing

• Has difficulty selecting a topic/beginning, organizing his 
thoughts, and revising his work

• Overly simplistic sentence structure
• Average speller; uses capitalization and punctuation correctly

Case Example—David: 
7 Years, 11 Months (cont.)

§ Referral concern:

§ Reported to use minimal language 
§ Often described as playing alone on the playground

§ Struggles with following multistep directions
§ Has difficulty expressing himself orally and in writing

Case Example—
David: 7 Years, 11 Months

§ The OPUS is a test of integrated listening comprehension
§ Can be used as a companion to the CASL-2 to compare a 

person’s performance on the multiple specific tasks of 
the CASL-2 with performance on the single integrated task of 
the OPUS

§ The CASL-2 is useful to identify differential skill levels of 
specific Lexical/Semantic, Syntactic, and Supralinguistic tasks, 
but does not measure the ability to integrate them

§ Use of the OPUS in addition to CASL-2 provides a more 
complete picture of listening comprehension ability

Interconnected Assessments
(cont.)

§ Results from the OWLS-II informs which areas to assess using the 
CASL-2

§ The OWLS-II measures language processing in the context of 
language knowledge

§ Using item analysis, examiners can use results from the 
OWLS-II to determine which language knowledge areas they 
wish to focus on using the CASL-2

Interconnected Assessments
(cont.)

2827

2625
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WJ-IV                                                                                                                           WISC-V ????

Broad Reading = 101 Full Scale IQ = 91

Broad Math = 107 Verbal Comprehension = 81

Broad Written 
Language = 79 Visual Spatial = 110

Fluid Reasoning = 104

Working Memory = 90

Processing Speed = 108

TEST RESULTS

Case Example–David: 
7 Years, 11 Months
Academic History (cont.)

§ Preschool:  
§ Noted to be “shy” but no major concerns; played typically with peers

§ Kindergarten:
§ Making sufficient progress in the curriculum
§ Quiet and did not eagerly participate in class discussions
§ Responded in one-word responses when called upon
§ Mastered letters and most letter sounds

§ First grade:
§ Is decoding well but teacher is beginning to become concerned about 

comprehension
§ Placed in an intervention group for comprehension and reteaching

Case Example—
David: 7 Years, 11 Months

Academic History

§ Infancy:
§ Could verbally imitate
§ Socially interactive

§ Minimally babbled
§ Slow to progress with vocabulary development
§ Other developmental milestones such as walking, sleeping, 

eating, etc., achieved at typical rate

§ Audiological testing revealed hearing was within normal limits 

Case Example—
David: 7 Years, 11 Months

Developmental History
§ Parent concerns:

§ Uses minimal expressive language at home
§ Has difficulty maintaining the pace and understanding some basic 

conversations (e.g., conversations with parents and siblings at 
dinner)

§ It is difficult for David to follow along with age-appropriate 
conversation

§ Shy—he appears to avoid communicating with peers and family

Case Example—David: 
7 Years, 11 Months (cont.)

3231

3029
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§ The OWLS-II measures underlying language processes:
§ Comprehending spoken language (Listening Comprehension)
§ Expressing language orally (Oral Expression)
§ Comprehending written language (Reading Comprehension)
§ Expressing language in a written form (Written Expression)

OWLS-II 
ILT Foundations

Oral Language Scales                                      Written Language Scales

The four scales can be used separately, but together they provide a 
complete score profile that identifies strengths and weaknesses within 
four linguistic structures.

OWLS-II Overview

§ A research-based, standardized measure of 
language performance measuring oral 
expression, listening comprehension, 
written expression, and reading 
comprehension

§ Ages:

§ Oral Language: 3–21 years
§ Written Language: 5–21 years

§ Each of the four scales is individually 
administered in 10 to 30 minutes

§ Publication: 2011 

OWLS-II Overview

OWLS-II Assessment Materials

3635

3433

https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
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Scale Process Item Format 

Listening Comprehension (LC) 
Oral language reception: 
Listening to and comprehending 
spoken language

Items are presented verbally and pictorially; 
responses are given primarily by pointing on 
multiple-choice items

Oral Expression (OE) Oral language expression: 
Speaking  

Items are presented verbally and pictorially; 
responses are given verbally

Reading Comprehension (RC)
Written language reception: 
Reading and comprehending 
language

Items and responses are presented in text; 
responses are given by pointing or saying the 
number of the response on multiple-choice items 

Written Expression (WE) Written language expression: 
Writing 

Items are presented verbally and visually (some 
in text, some pictorially); responses are written 

Administration Procedures

§ The OWLS-II is individually administered

§ Form A is used for initial administrations

§ Form B is used for repeat administrations

§ Form A and Form B do not require separate manuals

§ One, two, three, or all scales can be administered

§ No set order of administration for each scale

§ Listening Comprehension is least intimidating as it requires no verbal 
responses, so may be best to start with this

OWLS-II Administration 

™
§ Print and digital materials on the WPS Online Evaluation 

System  (OES)

§ Three Manuals
§ Record Forms and Response Booklets

§ Includes parallel Form B
§ Test Easels

§ Comprehensive Profile Form

OWLS-II Components

Administration, Scoring, and 
Interpretation

4039

3837
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OWLS-II: Link to Intervention
(cont.)

§ Part 1: Complete Item Analysis Worksheets
§ After calculating standard scores, analyze specific item 

responses to identify strengths and needs in skill areas.
§ The record form provides an Item Analysis Worksheet:

• Both the LC and OE Item Analysis Worksheets have four 
columns for each of the scales: Lexical/Semantic, 
Syntactic, Supralinguistic, and Pragmatic and the specific 
skill tested.

• By indicating (+) for correct answers, (-) for incorrect 
answers, or (NR) for questions where there was no 
response, you can generate a visual representation of 
strengths and needs by category.

OWLS-II: Link to Intervention

§ Overall Language Score

§ Oral Language Skills (OE and LC)
§ Written Language Skills (RC and WE)
§ Expressive Language Skills (OE and WE)
§ Receptive Language Skills (RC and LC)

§ Oral Expression
§ Listening Comprehension
§ Reading Comprehension
§ Written Expression

OWLS-II Interpretation

Linguistic Category Description

Lexical/Semantic Vocabulary: nouns, verbs, modifiers, idioms, prefixes, suffixes

Syntactic Grammatical morphemes: function words and inflections, sentence 
structure, word order, sentence complexity, accuracy, and type

Supralinguistic Nonliteral language: double meaning, inference, verbal reasoning, 
figurative language, indirect requests, humor

Pragmatic Functional and social characteristics of language

Text Structure 
(RC and WE only)

Knowledge and performance of the combination of all other categories 
to create lengthy text passages to be read or written

Conventions (WE only) Letter formation, spelling, punctuation, capitalization

OWLS-II: Linguistic Categories

4443

4241
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§ Log into wpspublish.com to access:

§ Quick Reference Guide
§ Sample Test Report

§ Case Example

§ Comprehensive Profile Form
§ FAQs

§ Available through WPS Online Evaluation System (OES)
§ Digital Easels

§ Online Manuals

OWLS-II Resources

§ Age-stratified standardization sample 
included 2,123 participants 

§ Represented U.S. census in gender, 
ethnicity, geographic region, and 
parents’ educational level

§ Validation samples of 241 students 
with various speech and language 
disorders and 114 students receiving 
intervention for various psychological 
or behavioral needs

OWLS-II Standardization

§ Part 2: Complete OWLS-II Comprehensive Profile Form
§ Download the free PDF form at 

wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-
edition.html

§ Indicate whether the examinee was given Form A or Form B.
§ Transfer the standard score for each scale to its corresponding line.
§ Plot the scores to compare the scales with one another and to the 

average of 100.
§ The next section of the form allows for comparisons among all the 

scales. 
§ The Comprehensive Profile Form has a place to transfer Oral 

Language and Written Language Composites from the record forms, 
and allows for calculating three additional composites: Receptive 
Language, Expressive Language, and Overall Language.

OWLS-II: Link to Intervention
(cont.)

OWLS-II: Link to Intervention
(cont.)

4847

4645

https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/
https://platform.wpspublish.com/account/login


13

Overview

§ Benefit: measures the oral language processing skills of 
comprehension and expression across four categories

§ Format: 14 stand-alone, individually administered performance tests
§ Administration Time: 5 to 10 minutes per test; 45 to 60 minutes to 

obtain the General Language Ability Index (GLAI)

§ Scores: standard scores, confidence intervals, percentile ranks, and 
descriptive ranges

§ Ages: 3 to 21 years

§ Published: 2017 by WPS

Comprehensive Assessment of 
Spoken Language–Second Edition 
(CASL-2)

WJ-IV                                                                                                                           WISC-V OWLS-II ????

Broad Reading = 101 Full Scale IQ = 91 Listening Comprehension = 85

Broad Math = 107 Verbal Comprehension = 81 Oral Expression = 73

Broad Written 
Language = 79 Visual Spatial = 110 Reading Comprehension = 95

Fluid Reasoning = 104 Written Expression = 72

Working Memory = 90

Processing Speed = 108

TEST RESULTS

Case Example–David: 
7 Years, 11 Months
Academic History (cont.)

WJ-IV                                                                                                                           WISC-V OWLS-II

Broad Reading = 101 Full Scale IQ = 91 Listening Comprehension = 85

Broad Math = 107 Verbal Comprehension = 81 Oral Expression = 73

Broad Written 
Language = 79 Visual Spatial = 110 Reading Comprehension = 95

Fluid Reasoning = 104 Written Expression = 72

Working Memory = 90

Processing Speed = 108

TEST RESULTS

Case Example–David: 
7 Years, 11 Months
Academic History (cont.)

5251

5049
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Administration, Scoring, and 
Interpretation

Language Performance
§ Systems used to process oral 

language:
§ Receptive Language Index 

(RLI)

§ Expressive Language Index 
(ELI)

Language Knowledge
§ Structure, form, and content:

§ Lexical/Semantic Index (LSI)

§ Syntactic Index (SI)
§ Supralinguistic Index (SPI)

ILT Foundations

§ Addresses referral questions like determining language delays or 
oral language disorders

§ Evaluates English language competence 
§ Identifies specific aspects of oral language that are impacting 

classroom learning or interpersonal communication

CASL-2 Scale Key Areas
(cont.)

§ The design of the CASL-2 allows for examining specific elements of 
language, individually, to identify areas of strength and need.

§ Lexical/Semantic 
• Receptive Vocabulary, Antonyms, Synonyms, Expressive 

Vocabulary, Idiomatic Language
§ Syntactic 

• Sentence Expression, Grammatical Morphemes, Sentence 
Comprehension, Grammaticality Judgment

§ Supralinguistic  
• Nonliteral Language, Meaning from Context, Inference, Double Meaning

§ Pragmatic
• Knowledge of language that is appropriate in different situational 

contexts

CASL-2 Scale Key Areas 

5655

5453
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CASL-2 Tests: Interpretive Information

§ 14 test standard scores and up to six summary index scores

§ Each test measures a specific oral language skill and can be 
interpreted separately

§ Receptive Language and Expressive Language Index
§ Lexical/Semantic, Syntactic and Supralinguistic Indexes
§ General Language Ability Index

§ Provides a profile of individual strengths and needs in oral 
language skills

§ Analysis of indexes and each score allows the clinician to develop a 
specific plan for intervention

CASL-2 Interpretation

Receptive Vocabulary

Antonyms
Synonyms

Grammaticality Judgment

Sentence Comprehension
Idiomatic Language

Double Meaning

§ 0 points: The examinee does not 
identify that a sentence is 
grammatically correct or incorrect.

§ 1 point: The examinee identifies that a 
sentence is grammatically correct or 
incorrect, but does not successfully 
correct the sentence if it is incorrect.

§ 2 points: The examinee identifies that a 
sentence is grammatically incorrect, 
then successfully corrects the sentence 
by adding, changing, or deleting one 
word.

Test Administration 

§ Print and digital materials on the 
WPS Online Evaluation System 
(OES)

§ Manual 
§ Three test Easels

§ Two Record Forms
§ Comprehensive Form: ages 3–21

§ Preschool Form: ages 3–6

CASL-2 Components

6059

5857

https://www.wpspublish.com/casl-2-comprehensive-assessment-of-spoken-language-second-edition.html
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Grade

§ In addition to Item Analysis Worksheets, age ranges at which 90% of 
individuals in the standardization sample correctly answered each item 
across all CASL-2 tests are included in the Manual. 

§ This can be used to determine whether an item failure is likely or 
unlikely given the person’s age.

§ If the examinee fails many items that they are expected to pass 
based on age, the item may reveal an area of needed 
intervention.

§ The CASL-2 can be used track improvement and response to 
interventions.

CASL-2: Link to Intervention
(cont.)

§ Each test provides precise information about a single language structure 
and processing skill.

§ The manual provides test descriptions, including skills being measured and 
what is likely indicated by poor performance to aid in intervention planning.

§ Use the Item Analysis Worksheet to evaluate performance and identify 
patterns at a finely grained level to support intervention.

§ Example: An examinee may obtain standard scores in the Average 
range but may have a pattern of poor performance on items measuring 
verbs and propositions despite success on nouns and adjectives.

§ Example: An examinee may give responses that are deemed 
Acceptable but provide very few Preferred responses. This reveals the 
presence of imprecise word choice as compared to their peer group.

CASL-2: Link to InterventionCASL-2 Tests: Interpretive
Information (cont.)

6463

6261
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§ Dialectical considerations
§ The CASL-2 expressive tests include alternative correct 

responses in the test easel for speakers of African American 
English or a similar dialect (e.g., Southern English)

§ Thus, the clinician can be confident as to whether the examinee 
shows signs of delayed or disordered speech without the 
interference of dialectical differences, which may otherwise distort 
language assessment results

Final Thoughts (cont.)
§ English Learner (EL) considerations

§ CASL-2 was standardized with individuals who demonstrated 
proficiency in English

§ ELs, bilingual, and multilingual individuals were included, so long 
as they were judged by the examiner to be proficient in English

§ If an examinee does not exhibit sufficient English proficiency to 
learn and communicate in English, then it is not appropriate to 
base interpretation of his or her scores on the CASL-2 norms, 
although the item responses can provide qualitative clinical 
information

Final Thoughts (cont.)

§ Language differences versus language delays
§ Provides alternate scoring for dialectical differences so that those 

with language differences are not penalized
§ Allows for multiple correct item responses to account for the 

different but acceptable ways that individuals might use language

§ Focuses on one skill at a time (when possible) to eliminate other 
language difference factors and to isolate any possible language 
delay

Final Thoughts

§ Standardization sample included 
2,394 typically developing 
participants

§ Represented U.S. census in 
gender, ethnicity, geographic 
region, and parents’ educational 
level

§ Clinical validation sample of 
children with various speech and 
language disorders, hearing 
loss, ASD, ID, SLD and DD

CASL-2 Standardization

6867

6665
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§ Standardized assessment of listening 
comprehension

§ Ages: 5–21 years
§ Individually administered in 10–20 

minutes per item set

§ Scores: Age- and grade-based 
standard scores, confidence intervals, 
percentiles, test-age and grade 
equivalents, descriptive ranges

OPUS Overview

Oral Passage Understanding Scale 
(OPUS)

CASL-2 and OPUS Tests

WJ-IV                                                                                                                           WISC-V OWLS-II CASL-2

Broad Reading = 101 Full Scale IQ = 91 Listening Comprehension = 85 General Language Ability = 77

Broad Math = 107 Verbal Comprehension = 81 Oral Expression = 73 Lexical/Semantic = 73

Broad Written Language = 79 Visual Spatial = 110 Reading Comprehension = 95 Receptive Vocabulary = 94

Fluid Reasoning  = 104 Written Expression = 72 Antonyms = 69

Working Memory = 90 Expressive Vocabulary = 66

Processing Speed = 108 Idiomatic Language = 100

Syntactic = 82

Sentence Expression = 82

Grammatical Morphemes = 71

Sentence Comprehension = 101

Grammaticality Judgement = 83

Supralinguistic = 83

Nonliteral Language = 79

Meaning from Context = 92

Inference = 82

Double Meaning = 83

Pragmatic Language = 81

TEST RESULTS

Case Example–David: 
7 Years, 11 Months
Academic History (cont.)

7271

7069

https://www.wpspublish.com/opus-oral-passage-understanding-scale
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Free scoring is available on the WPS Online Evaluation System. 

Item Set Ages Passages Record Form Start Page

A 5–6 1–5 3

B 7–8 4–8 4

C 9–10 7–11 6

D 11–13 9–13 8

E 14–16 11–15 9

F 17–21 13–17 10

Individually administered based on age

Digital audio files help you prepare to deliver the correct pacing and tone

OPUS Administration and Scoring

§ Manual 

§ Test Easel
§ Record Form

§ Digital Audio Training Files

OPUS Components

Administration, Scoring, and 
Interpretation

§ The OPUS provides a thorough assessment of the comprehension of 
spoken language in a natural context including:

§ Comprehension of substantive word meanings: nouns, verbs, and 
modifiers

§ Comprehension of grammatical morphemes and inflections 

§ Inference for background knowledge, context, figurative 
language, and prediction

§ Memory for nonmeaningful information and text details

§ The ability to understand the passage’s overall meaning by 
integrating language and memory

OPUS Key Areas

7675

7473



20

§ Item Analysis Worksheet will be completed for you when using 
the WPS OES 

§ Item analysis
§ Lexical/Semantic
§ Syntax
§ Inference (Supralinguistic)
§ Memory
§ Passage Synthesis

§ Scores for Total Inference and Total Memory can be tallied and 
compared against the standardization sample 

OPUS Link to Intervention
(cont.)

Reprinted from Carrow-Woolfolk, E., & Klein, A. (2017). Oral Passage Understanding Scale (OPUS) [Manual] (p. 20). Torrance, CA: Western Psychological Services.

passage difficulty

§ Passage and item analysis are key 
components in identifying areas of 
intervention.

§ The OPUS Manual displays 
characteristics that contribute to 
difficulty in each passage to support 
intervention planning.
§ Passages can be examined by 

type, word count, sentence 
count, mean words per 
sentence, and complexity.

OPUS Link to Intervention

§ Item analysis

§ Lexical/Semantic
§ Syntax
§ Inference (supralinguistic)

§ Memory
§ Passage synthesis

§ Passage analysis

§ Passage type
§ Word count
§ Sentence count

§ Mean words per sentence
§ Complexity index

OPUS Interpretation

§ Standard score and confidence Interval with descriptive range

79

7877

80



21

§ Therapy services should focus on improving David’s expressive 
language skills—vocabulary development, sentence structure, 
narrative skills

§ Classroom accommodations
§ Written instructions to accompany verbal directions

§ Visual aids to support comprehension
§ Allow for some extra time for David to respond 

§ Social skills training—participating in social skills groups to improve 
David’s pragmatic language abilities, helping him to use his language 
more effectively in social interactions

Case Example Recommendations

David’s assessment results suggest that he has difficulties in several 
areas of language:
§ Listening Comprehension—while he can understand basic spoken 

language, he struggles with complex and abstract information
§ Oral Expression—David has difficulty organizing his thoughts and 

using appropriate grammar and vocabulary when speaking
§ CASL-2 scores indicated challenges with vocabulary, sentence 

structure, making inferences, understanding figurative language, and 
pragmatics

§ OPUS results show significant difficulties in understanding and 
processing spoken information, especially in making inferences and 
understanding detailed content

Case Example Summary

WJ-IV                                                                                                                           WISC-V OWLS-II CASL-2 OPUS
Broad Reading = 101 Full Scale IQ = 91 Listening Comprehension = 85 General Language Ability = 77 Standard Score = 72

Broad Math = 107 Verbal Comprehension = 81 Oral Expression = 73 Lexical/Semantic = 73
Broad Written 
Language = 79 Visual Spatial = 110 Reading Comprehension = 95 Receptive Vocabulary = 94

Fluid Reasoning  = 104 Written Expression = 72 Antonyms = 69

Working Memory = 90 Expressive Vocabulary = 66

Processing Speed = 108 Idiomatic Language = 100

Syntactic = 82

Sentence Expression = 82

Grammatical Morphemes = 71

Sentence Comprehension = 101

Grammaticality Judgement = 83

Supralinguistic = 83

Nonliteral Language = 79

Meaning from Context = 92

Inference = 82

Double Meaning = 83

Pragmatic Language = 81

TEST RESULTS

Case Example–David: 
7 Years, 11 Months
Academic History (cont.)

§ Standardization sample 
of 1,517 individuals ages 
5–21 years

§ All demographic 
categories closely match 
the proportions of the 
U.S. Census figures 

§ Clinical validation sample 
of children with various 
speech and language 
disorders, ASD, ID, SLD 
and DD

OPUS Standardization

8483

8281
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Designing a Successful Intervention PlanDesigning a Successful Intervention Plan

§ The Vertical Model

§ Learning via hierarchy
§ The Horizontal Model

§ Repeatedly layering the information to be 
learned

§ “The Layering Method”

• Learning Activities                   

• Processes                                      

Intervention

Integrative language 
theory is the basis for 

OWLS-II, CASL-2, and 
OPUS 

All tests can be used 
separately or in 

combination, as they 
each serve a different 

purpose

Wide age range covers 
preschool through high 

school/early college

Item analysis on all tests 
provides details for 

intervention planning 
(based on ILT)

CASL-2 and OPUS can 
be scored for free online: 
platform.wpspublish.com

Key Takeaways

8887

8685

https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
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Did You Know?

§ A review of research from Tarvainen et al. (2020) support the 
notion that parent–child interactions have a strong influence on 
oral language development and that targeting parent 
communication strategies is an effective intervention

§ Their review further found that typically, younger children 
responded to interventions faster than older children, stressing 
the importance of early identification and intervention

Interventions for Oral 
Language Delays (cont.)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9620463/

§ In a preliminary review of the research, Frizelle et al. (2020) found 
that frequent, short intervention sessions (two to three times per 
week, approximately 2 minutes) and less frequent, long sessions 
(one time per week, approximately 20 minutes) have yielded the best 
outcomes on vocabulary and morphosyntax

§ General oral language interventions and specific vocabulary 
acquisition interventions have been found to be highly effective in 
improving receptive and expressive language

§ Explicit and structured instruction has proven beneficial: reading 
aloud with discussion, structured questioning,
purposeful dialogue, and interaction

https://pubs.asha.org/doi/abs/10.1044/2020_LSHSS-20-00058

  https://apps.asha.org/EvidenceMaps/Articles/ArticleSummary/d132a9e3-b026-46ae-9cda-c906ba5bb5e9

Interventions for Oral 
Language Delays (cont.)

§ A research review from Kauschke et al. (2024) found that pairing 
direct interventions with parent training improved the efficacy of 
intervention. Treatment recommendations varied based on features 
of language delay:
§ Expressive delay: Structured parental training

§ Receptive delay: Language therapy
§ Phonetic delays: Traditional motor approach

§ Lexical/Semantic and Morphologic/Syntactic delays: input 
enrichment, modeling, elicitation, production opportunities, 
metalanguage, and visualizations

  

Interventions for Oral Language Delays

https://europepmc.org/article/med/38377329

9291

9089

https://europepmc.org/article/med/38377329
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/abs/10.1044/2020_LSHSS-20-00058
https://apps.asha.org/EvidenceMaps/Articles/ArticleSummary/d132a9e3-b026-46ae-9cda-c906ba5bb5e9
https://www.ncb.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9620463
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Questions?
§ OWLS-II

§ Sample Report
§ Quick Reference Guide

§ CASL-2
§ Sample Report
§ Report Writing Guide
§ Understanding Sensitivity and Specificity with the CASL-2

§ Arizona-4
§ Report Writing Guide

§ OPUS
§ Report Writing Guide

FREE Resources

FREE Scoring AvailableDigital Easels Available

9695

9493

https://www.wpspublish.com/owls-ii-oral-and-written-language-scales-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/opus-oral-passage-understanding-scale
https://www.wpspublish.com/arizona-4-arizona-articulation-and-phonology-scale-fourth-revision
https://www.wpspublish.com/casl-2-comprehensive-assessment-of-spoken-language-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/ppa-scale-phonological-and-print-awareness-scale.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/ppa-scale-phonological-and-print-awareness-scale.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/casl-2-comprehensive-assessment-of-spoken-language-second-edition.html
https://www.wpspublish.com/arizona-4-arizona-articulation-and-phonology-scale-fourth-revision
https://www.wpspublish.com/opus-oral-passage-understanding-scale
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Please fashion a slide together for Ann and Stephanie. Include 
new titles and contact information (included in the comments).

Become a WPS Data Collector

99

9897

mailto:aarnold@wpspublish.com
mailto:dmuller@wpspublish.com
mailto:skneedler@wpspublish.com
mailto:dberghauser@wpspublish.com
mailto:mwebb@wpspublish.com
mailto:arogers@wpspublish.com
mailto:sroberts@wpspublish.com



